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ReEeritecTIONS on a Book Entituled, 


[ The Rights, Powers, and Privileges 
of an Engliſh Convocation, &c. ] 


thority, that it was not to be wondred at, if the 
Book publiſhed ſome Months ago, aſlerting the 
Rights of a Convocation, was received by many with 
great Approbation, and much Applauſe. Some things 
indeed it had in it agreeable enough; but there was one 
thing wanting, which was too evident not to appear, 
both in the whole Contexture, and almoſt in.every Page ; 
That though the Author pretended to plead the Gans of 
the Church, which is indeed the Cauſe of /Chriſt himſelf, 
who is the Head of the Body ; yet he had fo entirely laid 
aſide the Spirit of Chriſt, and the Characters of a Chri- 
ſtian, that without large Allowances of Charity, one can 
hardly think that. he did once refle@t on the: Obligations 
he lay under to follow the Humility, the Meeknets, and 
the Gentleneſs of Chriſt : So far from that, he ſeems to 
have forgot the common Decencies of a Man, or of a 

a Scholar. | 
A. Book writ with. that roughneſs and acrimony of 
Spirit, if well received, would be a much ſtronger Ar» 
gument againſt the Expediency of leaving a Convocation 
at full liberty, than any he brings or can bring for it; 
A meeting of Men of that Temper would. give but too 
much occaſion to renew all the Complaints that Naziaw 
zen made of the Syn2ds and Conncils in his time ; and 
A 3 would, 


J: is {9 natural for all Men to love Power and Aus 
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would, I doubr, be a greater prejudice to the common 
Concerns of the Chriſtian Religion, than could be bal- 
lanced by any thing that the beſt Men in it might 
promote. When ſuch a Spir.t appears without doors, 
what might be expe&ted from Men covered by the free- 
dom of Speech, which mult Le allowed in all publick 
Conſultations ? 

If the Writer had been provoked, by any thing writ 
on the Subje&t in that Strain, to which he lets himſelf 
looſe, then the great Liberties he takes had been. capable 
of ſome excuſe. But the attacking of Men who had 
given him no colour of provocation in fo petulant and 
virulent a Stile,. is ſomewhat new ; and I hope ſhall be 
ſo little liked, that it ſhall not be much followed. | 

The Scorn with which he treats my ſelf, and the Ma- 
lice that he pours out upon me in ſuch a copious man+ 
ner, are things that I can very eaſily bear. I have been 
long accuſtomed to them, chiefly from ſome Men of one 
fort, If Fame fixes this Book to the true Author, I had 
no reaſon to look for ſuch treatment from him ; unleſs 
the unſucceſsfulneſs of my Attempts to ſerve him, though 
managed by me with much care and zgal, oftner than 
once,does paſs with him for ſo great an injury, that upon 
it he thinks every thing may be juſtified, that he can 
write againſt me. He takes ſome pains to colour the 
blackneſs of his Spite ; but the Art is fo courſe, and the 
Venom is ſo malignant, that it breaks through all diſgui- 
ſes. It is true, I may be miſtaken in the Author, and 
. for ſeveral Reaſons I wiſh I were. But certainly, ſince 
thoſe he levels his Wrath at, have put their Names inthe 
Front of their Books; it had been reaſonable that an An» 
ſwer to'theſe ſhould have likewiſe been as publickly owned 
by its Author, He writes on the Popular fide ; but has 
many peculiar Maxims ; and this may be one of them, 
Not to engage himſelf paſt retreat, He might png 
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hope, that this performance. would be more eff<Cual for 
his Advancement than my Endeavours had been. 
This ſhewed what he could do, yer ill all was fafe ;'he 
might be taken off, and then Altri rempi, altri catuni, 
But I leave him in his Covert to purſue his deſigns by 
what methods he pleaſes, only for the Church's ſake, as 
well as for his own, I wiſh he would more frequently 
carry thoſe words of our Saviour's in his mind, Learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart. It gives Scandal enouzh 
to the World when Lawyers, Phil»ſophers, Phyſicians, an1 
Politicians, happen to write one againſt anoth:r with 
Bitterneſs and Scurrility : but it is much more Scandalous 
when Divines keep no Temper in their Writings, but for- 
get all Decency, and ſhew themſelves Enemies, nor only 
to the Opinions, but alſo to the Perſons of thoſe they 
write againſt ; and that in ſuch an open and viſible Con- 
tradition to the Words of our Saviour : By this ſhall al 
men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
ther ; as if they affeed a Reverſe of them : By this (ha! 
all men know your 2eal to your Party, if ye hate all thoſe 
who are not of it, Such practices as theſe do effectually 
obſtru the progreſs of Religion, while an Age that is 
too much poſſeſſed againſt both us, and our Holy Faith, 
fails not to make a very wicked uſe of all thoſe Advan- 
tages with which ambitious or ill-natur'd Zealots furniſh 
them ; to repreſent us to the World as a Company of 
aſpiring and fatious Men, who are ready to Sacrifice 
every thing to our own Humours and Notions, not cc n- 
ſidering how much Religion it {elf ſuffers by the manage- 
ment, Theſe are Things that I hope good Men will lay 
ſeriouſly to heart, and that they will watch over their 
own Tempers; even after the higheſt provocation from 
thoſe who ſeem to be in the gall of Bitterneſs, and the 
bond of Tniquity : not to return railing for railing, nor to 
be overcome of evil, but to overcome evil with good. 
Bur. 
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But after I have taken the liberty to admoniſh the. Wri- 
ter, in a Strain that I think becomes me, conſidering 
both the Poſt, that how undeſerving ſoever I hold in the 
Church, together with my Age, and the Services that 
] have endeavoured to imploy my Life in; I ſhall in the 
next place acknowledge what I muſt needs commend him 
for. 
He writcs with juſt and duc Reſpect of the King, and 
of the preſent Conſtitution. - This has come ſo ſeldom 
' from that Corner, that it ought to be the more conſider'd: 
I will not give that ſcope to Jealouſy, as to ſuſpect that 
this was an Artifice ; but accept it ſincerely, and do ac» 
knowledge, that this which is ſo heartily expreſs'd; ought 
to make Abatcments for the many ſevere Refleions that 
are made in it on the whole Bench of Biſhops, not ex- 
cepting the Head of it, and his carrying his Spite back 
ſo far, as even to Biſhop Baxcroſe. I confeſs, if he had 
taken a little more pains to have Vindicated King Charles 
the Firſt and Archbiſhop Laud from that for which. he 
falls ſo foully on the preſent Adminiſtration, it had been 
more ſuitable to the reſpet that all the Lovers. of the 
Church do pay their Memory, It it does appear that 
We and They have ated upon the ſame Principle, then 
a Wound, and that a deep one too, is given to thoſe two 
great Names by the ſame Perſons who ſeem to Venerate 
them as Martyrs. * 
* The pre. Dr. Wake * is charged for having taxcd the Vices of the 
face ro 4u- Clergy too freely, though from the Days of the Apoſtles, 
ons all downwards, the beſt Writers in all Ages, both Biſhops 
Princes, Þ, and Prieſts, have thought it a part of their Duty to deal 
ule. plainly in thoſe matters. If the oy is falſe, it is 

highly unjuſt : and if it is laid upon lefler or ſecreter Of, 
ſences, it is very indiſcreet ; but if there is too much 
ground for it, the beſt way of anſwering it, is to amend 
what is in our own power, and to lament what is nor. 


But 
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Bnt after all, a juſt taxing of the ill Tempers of ſome of 
the Clergy, for which I am ſorry that this Book ſhews 
there is too much occaſion, has a great Compaſs, a Body 
of twelve or fifteen thouſand Men : If one of twelve cho- 
ſen by our Saviour, had a Devil, it is nothing but what 
mult be expected from the general Corruption of human 
Nature, that ſo numerous a Body ſhould have a mixed 
Multitude in it. But an ordinary meaſure of Caution 
ſhould have taught one who found fault with this, not to 
be ſo liberal in his own RefleQions on Biſhops : For not to 
infiſt on that, which he ſeems reſolved to forget, that they 
are his Superiors; they are but Twenty-fix in all : fo his 
Cenfures are more contracted : In ſome of them he points 
at his Man very plainly. 

When I writ my Hiſtory of the Reformation, I had 
Dr. Collet's Sermon in my hands, and once I intended to 
have publiſhed it as a Piece that might ſerve to open the 
Scene, and-to ſhew the ſtate of Things at the firſt Begin- 

nings of the Reformation : but I was diverted frofy it by 

thoſe under whoſe direction I put that Work. They 
thought-it might have been judged that I had inſerted 
it on deſign to reflet on the preſent, as well as on the 
paſt State of Things. I ſubmitted to their advice : but 
our Author ſeems to ſeek out for matter of RefleQtion with 
as much care as | uſed to avoid it. 

I confeſs where it lay in my way, either as a Hiſtorian, 
or as a Divine, to acknowledge ſuch Corruptions and Dif- 
orders among the Clergy, as were too viſible to be de- 
nied, and too groſs to be extenuated or excuſed, I thought 
it became me to write honeſtly and impartially : [ See 
Pag. go. p.188.] How much ſoever this Author may 
rally me for it, I am not aſhamed to own, that I am Im- 
partial to the Abuſcs of Clergymen. I know there are 
ſome that hate all Diſcourſes that tend to awaken Clcrgy+ 
men to attend on their Cures, to reſide much, and to la- 
bour 
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bour hard ; nothing pleaſes them but what tends to en- 
creaſe the Wealth, and to raiſe the Authority of the Cler- 
Whereas others, who are juſtly ſenſible of the De- 
preſſion of holy FunCtions, both in the narrowneſs of 
their Maintenance, and the Fetters that they lie under by 
the want of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, do yet think the 
beſt way to recover the Clergy to a juſt degree of Eaſe 
and Authority, is not to argue thoſe Points in which they 
are not like to be very ſucceſsful, but chuſe rather to ſet 
about thoſe methods by which the Church was at firſt 
cſtabliſhed, proteRed and provided for, Serious attempts 
that way, would, in their opinion, clear peoples Minds of 
their Prejudices, heighten the Zeal of their Friends, filence 
the Cavils of Enemies; and, above all things, it would 
again draw down ſome of thoſe Bleſſings on the Church, 

which appeared ſo eminently 1n the firſt Ages. « 
This is a Topick that bad Clergymen cannot bear; it 
lays them too open, and touches in the Quick. If I have 
gone in-to theſe Meaſures, I knew whoſe hatred I muſt 
ever after that look for : But I thank God, my Labours 
on this Head, have hed ſuch ſucceſs, that I am in this even 
overpaid for all the Cenſures that they have expoſed me 
to. But let this Author cenſure me as much as he plea- 
ſes, I deſire him ro make no Apologies for me; he may 
leave that to me. He ſays [See the Preface] that now my 
high Station is a bar to Reply. It I have only confeſſed 
faults in order to the correcting them, I have done my 
Guty : bur if I have made any unjuſt Charges, or have 
aggravated things too much, I have betrayed my Truſt, 
and am liable to juſt Cenſure ; nor do I decline it. As 
for what I have writ in this Strain, when in a lower Stg- 
tion, he puts it in on my being a Stranger ; and being 
un2cquainted, and not touched with Tendernelſs for the 
State of the Clergy. My being a Stranger he thought 
might ſerve a Turn ; and lo that was not to be forgotten. 
But 
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n= But the Apology was meant to make me ridiculous ; a 

er- Stranger ought to keep himſelf under great Reſerves on 

= that very account that he is one ; he ought to apprehend 

of | that he may be miltaken, and lean rather to the other 

Yy Extream, ualets the Subj: he writes on forces it : ſo this 

1e does rather aggravate than excuſe ſuch a Preſumprion. 

ſe There is another Maxim \ct up by this Author, and ma+ 7h-P»ef are, 
y naged with much Zeal; I wiſh I could fay with as much as 
t Good Nature, which is a little new, eſpecially coming 
t from acertain Corner. It is, that 7he Supremacy is not fing!y 


in the King, but is lodged with the whole Leziſlature, | con» 
f * feſsI was always of this mind : but I remember among 
e whom this pafled, not long ago, for little leſs than Hereſy ; 
J and I cannot but confeſs, tl:at the Stile both in King Hen- 
ry's time, and ever ſince, ſeems to favour that : $o that 
how much ſoever | may agrce with this Author in the 
t Notion, I cannot go along with him in the Severity of his 
Cenſures ; for he plainly writes in the Stile of an /2quif- 
; tor, to deliver him who goes in the Common Road to the 
| Secular Arm, and oftner than once calls on a Great and 
Honourable Body to execute his Spite. It has paſſed gene» 
rally among the Clergy, That Eccleſiaſtical Matters could 
only be judged by perſons deriving their Power immedi- 
ately from God : And as the Clergy have their Commit» 
ſion from him, ſo it was a received DoArine, That the 
King had his Power likewiſe from God ; and that there» 
fore the Church wu as to be Governed by the King and the 
Convocation : And the Book of Canons being ratified 
only by the Regal Authority, ſeems to give ſuch Autho- 
rity to this, that a Man ought to be mildly corrected, if 
it ſhould prove to be a miſtake. Ir could never be thought 
that Parliaments were de jure Divino; fo it was a Conſe= 
quence ſuitable to their Principles, who put our whole Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Conſtitution onthe bottom of a Divine Right, 
to ſhut this within the hands of thoſe who they believed 
acted by a Divine Commiliton, B z | 


P. 307. 
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I was never of this mind. I #lways thought that the 


King was noother way Head of the Church, than as he was 


the Head of the State, with whom the Executive Power 
is lodged, and who is the Head of the Legiſlative, in Con- 
juntion with the Great Body of his Parliament, But 


,this Author knows how much the DoQtrine he now ad- 
vances was condemned, and by whom, - not long ago ; 


Therefore a little more Temper were but decent, it he 
thought fit to find fault with it. 

Another of this Author's Maxims was not long ago as 
much exploded, and yet now is very heartily eſpouſed by 
him; in which I was ever of the ſame mind with him ; 
That there is juſt reaſon to explode that conceit, that the 
Commons were not ſummoned to Parliament before the 49th 
of Henry IIT, This was a Notion once (o zealouſly main= 
tained by ſome, that he was thought an Enemy who went 
not into it. I was ſo fully convinced of the contrary, both 
by what I had obſerved of the Gothick Conſtitution, and the 
Feudal Law, and by the Authorities, which were brought 
together with great Fidelity and Induſtry by my moſt ho» 
noured Friend Mr. Petyt, that I declared my ſenſe of it 
plainly in my Hiſtory, though that was a little mollified by 
a Parentheſis added by a great Licenſer : but I was then ſe» 
verely cenſured for it. Thus it is, that while Men think 
they have a good Intereſt in the Adminiſtration, they do 
very naturally favour all Opinions that make for it, or ra- 
ther that make for themſelves : But if their Intereſt de- 
clines there, they are ready to tack about, even to that 
which a little while ago paſſed under the moſt odious Cha- 
racters poſſible. The World does not fail to obſerve this; 
and is too ill-natur'd not to make unkind Inferences from 
it : without conſidering that received Opinions do often 
paſs without much enquiry about them ; and that even 
thoſe who depart from them, chuſe for their own quiet's 
fake to do it covertly and modeſtly. Thoſe who both held 

thoſe 
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thoſe Opinions,' when they were much decried as not fa- 
vourable to the Regal Authority, and do ſtill adhere to 
them while they are more favourably treated, have ſome 
advantages over thoſe who may be ſuppoſed to retreat 
to them on deſign to vent their Spleen. 


T turn next to the main deſign of this Work. No Man 
that is in any degree converſant in Antiquity, can deny, 
that the Presbyters were the Biſhops Aſſiſtants and Coun- 
ſel: That good Biſhops governed their Dioceſes by their 
Advice, as well as with their Concurrence ; though it has 
been made a Queſtion by very Learned Men, Whether 
S. Cypriar's Expreſſions to this purpoſe, were purſuant to 
eſtabliſhed Rules, or were the Effects of his own Modeſty 
and Humility. But even in this particular, fach as from 
the beginning of their Service in the Church, have decla- 
red for this Conſtitution, have ſome advantage over thoſe 
among whom Dr. Hammond's Notions paſled long as cer- 
tain, Tnat the Biſhop was the ſole Paſtor of his whole Dio- 
ceſe ; and'that his Presbyters were but his Aſliſtants, as 
Curates, who had no other Authority but what was Dele- 
gated tdi them from him : ſo quickly can Men go from 
one Extreme to another. But how certain ſoever this may 
be, That Presbyters in conjunction with their Biſhops, are 
his Counſel ; yet this may be very poſitively affirmed, 
That in no part of the Ancient Conſtitution, and in no 
Church for many Ages after the Primitive Times, can it 
be made appear, even by a ConjeQure, that in any Natio- 
nal or Provincial Synod, the Inferior Clergy formed a Body 
apart, and fate by themſelves without their Biſhops, ating 
in any ſort,as a co-ordinate Body with them. So that what- 
ſoever may be found of this kind among us, is no part of 
our Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution, as we have an Authority 
from Chriſt that ought to be- managed conform to the 
Primitive Pattern, but is meerly a Temporal Conſtitution, 
taken 
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taken from the' Frame of our Parliaments. Therefore if 
Men have a true Zeal for the Primitive Times, they ſhould 
turn'it all another way, to procure a Conſtitution ſuitable 
to that Frame. Th< Commons of the Spiritualty fate in a 
Chamber apart, 45 the Commons of the Temporalty did ; 
and were ſummoned by the ſame Authority, and to the 
ſane End.. Bur tho' with Relation to the Temporal Con- 
cerns of the Clergy, this was a good Conſtitution; yet ir 
cannot be called a true Repreſentative of the Church, tho? 
it benow a legal one. In the lower Houle rhere are of the 
Province of Canterbury 20 Deans, cr more, who pretend to 
ſit there; there are as many ProQors from Chapters, and 
60 Archdeacens, and but 38 Clerks choſen by the Clergy. 
So that the Deans and Chapters who had their Authority 
at firſt by Papal Bulls, and have now their Exemptions 
and Juriſdictions continued to them only by a Proviſo in 
in the Statute of 25 Zen.8. have more Intereſt in the Con- 
vocation than the whole Body of the Clergy : Theſe are 
all made, cither by the King or by the Biſhops. The Three- 
ſcore Archdeacons are all of the Biſhops Nomination, and 
their Authority is of a late Date, and but a human Conſti- 
tution. All this is beſides the Intereſt that the Bilhgps have 
in making the Returns of Two only out of all thoſe who 
are choſen in the ſeveral Archdeaconries of their Dioceſe 
ſo that the Inferior Clergy can in no ſort be ſaid to be 
cqually repreſented there. | 
[ acknowledge that this is not neceſſary in a Conſtitu- 
tion that pretends no higher than Law and Cuſtom. A 
Practice paſt Preſcription is, in ſuch caſes, a good founda- 
tion; and if Men riſe no higher in their Claim for Church- 
power than Law and Cuſtom, this is enough : But if they 
pretend to a Divine Original, they muſt ſeek foranother 
Conſtitution. Indecd, it they are contented to take up 
with a human Authority, they may reſt ſatisfied with 
this: howſoever, it is fit for Men to write exactly, and 
upon 
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upon a conſiſtent Hypotheſis, and fo have all-the parts of 


it of a piece, | 

But to enlarge a little upon this :' I wiſh thoſe who are 

full of high Notions would try how to juſtify the Juriſdi- 
Aion that is exerciſed among us by Deans and other ex- 
empted perſons, who do Exerciſe not only the Archidiaco- 
nal, but the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction ; the former being of 
Eccleſiaſtical Creation, may without doubt be transferred 
to them. But if we are true to a Principle, that-has been 
received in the Church of God from the Apoſtles days 
downwards, and has been maintained with mach Zeal by 
this Church, now for above an hundred years, That Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have eſtabliſhed in the Church a Subor- 
dination 1n Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; 1o that thelatter 
are ſubordinate to the former; and that in conſequence to 
this the Diſcipline of the Church,the higheſt ſtep of which 
is Excommunication,ought to be chiefly under the Biſhops 
direction, and alſo the appointing of Prieits to Cures, and 
by conſequence the depriving them, ſhould likewiſe be 
under their care, according to the eſtabliſhment firſt made 
by the Apoſtles: How comes it, I fay, that the Authority 
of Papal Bulls and Royal Confirmartions, and a Provilion 
in a Statute made 1n a Reign that ſome take pleaſure now 
to decry, ſhould be thought ſtrong enough to authorize 
Deans and other Exempted perſons to do all the Acts of 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction ? 

It Ecclefiaſtical Authority is only of human Original, 
indeed all this may be excuſed, and born with : But it our 
Plea for a Divine Ociginal is well founded, then fince no 
human Law nor Cuſtom can derogate from the Divine 
Law, let thoſe who are concerned in theie things ſee how 
they can reconcile our Principles to their Practices, Here 
are Presbyters acting in molt parts of the t piſcopal Fun- 
&ions,as Biſhops, without any Subordination to them : If 
all is founded on a Divine Right, then by the ſame Au» 

tority 
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thority: that-they do invade many Adts of Epiſcopal Ju- 
riſdition, they might as well have invaded all the reſt.; 
andif 'the one would: be condemned as a facrijegious at- 
tempt, it will not be eaſy to excuſe, much leſs to juſtify 
the other. "nl 

Upon all theſe things I wiſh that Men would apply their 
Thoughts more careſfully,and direct their Zeal a little ber- 
ter ; and that they would lay all the ends of their Syſtem 
together, that it may appear that all is coherent, and hangs 
well together. And therefore it is not very fairly done to 
bring ſome Authorities from Ancient Authors and Coun- 
cils; of Presbyters afliſting their Biſhops, and from thence 
immediately to conclude for the Right of a Convocation 
conſtituted as ours is. 

I muſt acknowledge this Author confines himſelf chiefly 
to our own Laws and Cuſtoms : In which I will not trace 
him, but ſhall leave that to others, who may be more at 
leiſure to follow him ; only I muſt in general remark one 
thing, which I find ſome are beginning to obſerve with 
no kind Intentions. The Clergy are now generally ad- 
mitted as Freehoſders, to chuſe the Repreſentatives of the 
Commons in Parliament ; and l believe they would look 
cn it as a very unfriendly Office if any DoQtrines were laid 
down that might exclude them from this. -But it paſſes 
for a Maxim, That thoſe who conſtitute any other State 
or part of the Parliament, how great ſoever their Eſtates 
or Frecholds may be, cannot Vote in the Eleftions to Par» 
liament ; how far the Doctrine that is ſo much labouted 
by this Author may have an influence in this matter, I 
will not determine : It it does, I doubt not, but that ſince 
mens Afﬀettions do, as we have already obſerved, very 
much biaſs their Judgments, the Opinion of the World 
concerning this performance may come to be changed 
from what it 1s at preſent. iſp 
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I have neither Leiſure nor, Inclination to, enter far- 
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Charles the Firit's; (till the War, concerning. Predeſiz- 
nation ; In this the Calviniſts appealed to the Articles, 
and ſeemed to have a ſtrong Plea from them. This 
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"the ſenſe of Articles'that had been agreed on in Con- 
yocation, it ſeeried very natural to make the Appeal 
tothat Body ; but yet thatwas not done : Our Kings 
made Declarations in this matter, 'and' gave Directions 
to the Biſhops. It was generally thought that in-King 
James's Reign the much greater number of both Honſes 
. Were the tollowets*of St. #iz's Dottrine, if not of 
Calvin's, Yet'I never' found 'this among the Com- 
' plaints of the Angry Men of that time, that the De- 
cifion of the matter was not left to a Convocation. 
[And among all the Remonſtrances, how warm ſoever, 
-that were Voted in the'Houſe of 'Commons, I do not 
find this is ever named. . Nor is Archbiſhop Laud ever 
Charped with this, though' that was a time in which 
' all his 'Actions were ſeverely deſcanted on. There 
was then in the Houſe of 'Cotmmons a:'Set of Men, 
"who by reaſon '6f the Ship-money, and ſome other 
' Diſputes,” hat examined further into the Original-of 
6ur Conſtitution? thin ever was: done before of ſince. 
So in this particular, 'a Negative Argument is-of - grear 
"force to ſhew that they had not thoſe Notions of 'onr 
' Coniſtitution whichithis Writer ſuggeſts. 

After the” Corre&tions of the Liturgy that" wete 
"made upon the Reſtoration of King Charles the Second, 
there was hdr” a! Line publiſhed, ' arid ſcarce 'a' word 
' muttered demanding a Convocation. Ther the' d4n. 
ger of Popery's breaking ir upon us appeared: in- very 
 ertiinenr Inſtances ; ard though ſome apprehended'that 

ſooner than others, - yet none doubred of it after the 
De«laration in' the year 1672, But during” both that, 
' 8nd the late Reign, among all the zealous Attempts 
'that were made for ſecuring us' from it, not any. one 
'was offered at for a Convocation's medling in it ; even 
' among the indifcreet Inſtances of il]-governed Zeal, 
"this was not {o much as once mentioned. This Writer 
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names among, other, reaſo Y for one .nOW, ro SrAnth:y r02, 
his 15. 2. 


of-Popery. It may juſtly ſeem ſtrange. if this 
good one now, that.it was not thought an when, the 
Danger was ſo Threatning and Viſible. There was no 
want of a juſt and well-governed Zeal in that time : 
But the men that managed it knew what they. had. a 
Right to and: what. they could Legally, bot Xqand 
= maintain. It there.were any juit grounds.to. car. 
that Popery was, beginning agazn to be ative and 1n- 
ſolent among us, when this. Book was Written, | ſup. 
poſe the At paſs'd in the laſt Seſſion has put ſuch an 
effeRual. ſtop to it, that there will be. little occaſic 
given, any more to.reckon that among, the Briar 
calling for 5 Conrecurinn. p vl "Yet 
- 'Fhus it has appeared that tor above x40 Ye 'the 
Crown has been in poſſeſſion of a Right KR 
uſe of a Convocation, or of ſettling matters Y Ach 
gion without it, at Diſcretion. Qugen Elzabeth.mads, 
uſe of one to ſettle our Dottrine, and Iutle mare. wa 
done in, Convocation in her time, King Fames the, 
Firſt made.uſe of one to make a Bogy of -Caxons,, bug, 
took all other matters under his own care, King Charles 
the Firſt followed the ſame method. And though in 
the Year 4640. ſome things were done that mu be 
put on the heat of that time, yet the Declaration, that 
was made: of the extent af the King's ANDY, 2s. 
it was all managed by Archbiſhop Laud, and Directed 
by that King ; fo it ſhews plainly what the Senſe of 
this Church was as to that Matter : Which had been 
indeed the Senſe and Language of their Predeceſlors 
for:aboye an 100 Years hetore; that ,,time., In .King. 
Gharles the - »econd's time, the Conygcation yeah 
lowed to coniider what Alterations ought to be mad: 
in the Liturgy ; and after that there was no more 
work given them; only they Met. on Wedneſdays and 
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Frydays to Read the Litany ; which I am ſure T heard 
many who were then required to Attend, thatfo there 
might be a Face of a Mecting anſwering the great 
name that it bare, complain ot as o! a very uneaſy and 
troubleſome Attendance, that was of no ſort of uſe. 
But now to come to the Preſent Reign ; a Convoca- 
tion was opened in it, and a Secretary of State brought 
a"Eitenſe from His Majeſty and the late 'Bleſſed Queen to 
them to conſider of ſuch thiges as ſhould be laid be- 
fore them, in order to the healing the Schiſms and 
Breaches that were among us. The Biſhops in the 


former Reign had in that Petition, upon which they 


Suffered*fo Gloriouſly, expreſſed a'readineſs to come 
to a juſt Temper in all the matters of Difterence among 
us, when they ſhould be brought before them in Con- 
vocation or Parliament ; and among other Meſſages that 
were ſent over to the King, being then Prince of Orange, 
one was, That'he wovld uſe all his Intereſt among the 
Diſfenters to-hinder them from running iti to the_De- 
claration, 'and' to the deſign that'was then promoted, 
of ' anjmating them' againſt rhe Church + Of this I may 
be allowed to- ſpeak confidently, becauſe it paſſed 
through my own hands; and I drew the diwedtions 
that, were given to an Eminent: Perſon who was Ems! 
ployedin, it. -*Uporl 'theſe reafons it' was that the! 
Prince {now King )* | ma in his Dechration'wirh 
which he came over, that he'would'uſe his endeavours 
to bring about the ſo muth deſired Union, between 
the Church of England and the Difſenters. So their 
Majeſties were under Engagements to make the Expe- 
riment. * It is true it did not ſucceed, a formed Reſo- 
lution of conſenting to no Alterations at all in order” 
to that Union, made that the attempt was laid aſide. 
F will not enter into any further Reflections on mens 
Behaviour at that time ; it plainly appeared it was not a 


proper 
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proper: ſeaſon' to try to make Peace : Attempts that 
way were more likely to create new rents than to heal 


the old ones. 

I ſhall only touch on one particular, which will ſhew 
that when Men are diſpoſed to be jealous, they will ſu- 
ſpe&every thing;even that which at another time would 
be thought the moſt eftectual method to prevent or to 


cure jealouſy. Princes do commonly prepare the mat-: 
ters which they propoſe to ſuch Aſemblies, with the: 


advice of their Council : But upon that occaſion 'the 
King and Queen did create a Council, by a fpecial 
Commiſion, of all the Biſhops who owned their Au- 
thority, and of the moſt Eminent of the Clergy, ga- 
thered from the ſeveral parts of the Kingdom, that 
they might conſider and prepare ſuch things as ſhould 
be offered by them to the King and Queen, that fo 
their Majeſties might propoſe theſe to the Convocation. 
This ſurely was done in favour of the Church. - But 
even this was cried out upon, as a limiting the Con- 
vocation, with many other hard words, which I do 


not love to repeat. Re oY 
- It did then appear in ſo many viſible Inſtances, that 


our Wounds were then too tender to be either handled. 


or:healed ;:{o it was thought fit todet the matter ſleep, 
and to give no new: otcalion -to Heat or 'Animolſity. 


But at the ſame time to keep the Clergy ſtill ready up- 
on call, if thereſhould be any occaſion for them du- 


ring the Seſſions of Parliament ; yet not to charge 
- them with a needleſs Attendance, when. the Publick. 
occaſions put them under ſo many heavy. Taxes! It 
being alſo abſerved, - thar in a hot time ali unneceſſary. 
Aſſemblies are to be avoided ;. for if they have no bus: 


ſineſs one way, they commonly make it another. 
And now after this ſhort but true and clear account 
of tius matter, what is to be ſaid of the fruitfulneis:of 
: a man's 
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a2 man's Imagination, who could make ſo;great a-Book 
and ſuch heavy complaints. for no other. cauſe but- this, 
becauſe by a poſſeſſion of above an 140 Years, found- 
ed upon a Statute that has been underſtood at leaſt, by 
both Divines and Lawyers, in favour of the Crown, 
( for; I leave the Examining the Importance of- the 
Words of the A to thoſe whoſe Profeflion. leads: 
them to Expound them beſt ) it is at the Kings. Dif” 
eretion, whether he will allow a Convocation to Treat 
of matters or not, and upon a. Trial his Majeſty found 
it not convenient, either to carry the thing further at 
that time, or to. repeat. the Experiment hitherto, aftid 
ſince hedid not intend this, he has thought fit.to free 
them from the charge and trouble. of an unprofitable 
Attendance. What is in his-diſcretion to do or not to 
do, mult be left there : But ſince ſome do not rightly 
rehend his Care and Kindneſs, in delivering them 
ſrom a fruitleſs Trouble, it were a great pity that this 
ſhouhl-be any longer miſunderſtood ; but thar either 
the Clergy ſhould underſtand the thing, as.it is truly” 
meant, or that they ſhould return. to that toil, of . 
which. they. were generally ſo weary not many Years 
ago, * ; 
Tacks whole matter, let men vex themſelyes as? 
longas they pleaſe in fixing the limits of the Civil'and 
the Eccleſiaſtical Authority, I believe no other will! 
ever be ſound: but this, That the Magiſtrates Autho.' 
rity muſt go to every thing that is not contrary to the 
w. of God.;; ſo: that no bounds can be ſet to it, but 
cho whic God himſelf has ſet; and this is of the 
extent in Spiritual as well as in Civil matters ; a 
Law in Temporal concerns, that is contrary. to the 
eternal Laws of Morality, of Juſtice and Truth, is 
void of its ſelf: Becauſe it is contrary to a Superior 
Authority, which cannot be controul'd by a Subaltern. 


Upon 
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Upon the fame reaſons 2 Law made contrary to any 

Rule in the Goſpe], that is delivered as a pe l 

Law binding to all Chriſtians, is void of it ſelf and 

ought not to be Obeyed ; upon this ground, ' that 

Chriſt is the King of kings,and the Lord of lards; and no 

Power upon-earth can derogate from the Authority'of 
his Laws, - or oblige men to a& in oppoſition to them. 
In'termporal matters the Legiſlature is free and without 
controul; 'yet where this 1s prudently managed” with 

due regards to thoſe who are fubje& to it, they wil 

take care to hear all who may be concerned, and con- 
ſult ſuch Bodies whoſe Profeſſion it may be ro ſtudy the 

'matters that are-in agitation before them. 'But it'this 
-Nibuld not be obſerved, - thdugh rhe Legiſhartre may 
-be thought in ſuch'a caſe not'to be managed with a 
juſt care, yet ſtill Laws ſo made muſt be Obeyed,-if 
the matter of them is not unjuſt or unlawful. In the 
fame manner, it is a method highly becoming thoſe 
with whom the Legiſlature is lodged, to conſult the 
Clergy, cither in one: or more'Bodies, -or otherwiſe, 
as they think fit ; that ſo all things may be well weigh. 
i duly prepared, before any Law is made tak 


'yer unleſs'Laws fo made are contrary to any 'of the 


-Laws that were given the world by Chriſt and his 
* Apoſtles, they 'muſt be ſubmitted to and obeyed : In 
-conſequence to the genera] obligation that lies on all 
* men to be ſubjet to the Government by which they 


are Protected ;' which is likewiſe one of the Laws of 
our Religion, '/et every ſoul be ſubjeft to the bigher 


"powers. 


So far I have gone over the main deſign of this 


' Book, and have delivered my ſenſe very freely both of 


the Author's way of handling his matter, and of the 
deſign it aims at. I come now in the laſt place to that 
i 
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in which.I my ſelf am more particularly concerned.in, 
The main deſign of the Book is: levelled.at Dr. Wake, 
he is of Age and can anſwer tor himſelt : I will not 


let my (elt into Panegyricks ; bur this I am ſure I may 
well fay, that his whole courſe ot lite, ſince I firſt 
knew him , now for Seventeen . Vears,. has. been fo 


Exemplary: both abroad an at home ; his. Labours 
both from the Preſs and in the Pulpit, have-been. fo 
uſeful and edifying ; and his Diſcharge o! his great 
care has been ſo eminent, that he had upon thele and 
many more reaſons a Right to be uſed with Decency 
and ReſpeQ;, by any who thought fit to Write againſt 
him. - And as to his Ambitious Deſigns, I have, very 
particular grounds to clear him of theſe; He needed 
no addition to. the conſideration he was already hel 

in, to recommend him; and was as free from all aſpi- 
rings, as others ſeem ro: be full of them., The occa- 


ion. that I-had to know this was particular, ſo that-I 
look on.,my. felt as Bound, in juſtice to own ,jt.an (o 
-publick a manner. . ;:Every bady underſtands at. whom 


that indecent expreſlion is levelled, that he is nor the 
firſt who has been writ out of his Reputation into his Pre- 
ferment ; and mult know, how unjuſt it is :. For the dji- 


.verting the Town with ſome Mirth does. not deſtroy a 


Reputation that has a deep and ſolid Foundation : Byt 

ſome mens Ambition may lead them to u rite: them- 
ſelves.out of their Reputation, that a Good man ought 
to value more than all the Applauſes that can be given 
either to his Induſtry, Learning or Wit; I mean the 
Reputation of writing as becomes. an Humble and.a 
Candid, a Modelt and a Charitable Chriſtian. There 
is 2 way of Writing that runs quite counter to all 
theſe, upon which I do heartily wiſh that this Author 
may make ſerious Reflections. 


I come 
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I come now in the laſt place to conſider the Treat- 
ment that both I my felf and my Hiſtory have met with 
from him. As to what relates to my elf, I let it all 
go without any ſort of Anſwer. I will take no pains 
to lay open his more diſguiſed ſtrokes and hints, of 
which there are very many, that, perhaps, few Read- 
ers will apprehend. But as for my Hiſtory, I think 
the ſupporting of that is of ſome Conſequence to the 
Publick ; and therefore I am much more concerned in 
the pains he is at to undermine the Reputation it has 
gained in the World. Befides many very detraQting 


paſſages, there is one that ſeems to give a Character of 


the whole, rhat I will ſet-down in his own Words, and 
then: diſcuſs them a little : 1f. the main Fatts he profeſſes 
to relate, 'are right; if there be no premeditated Omiſſious 
or Diſguiſes of material Truths ; no deſigned Compliantes 
with popular Miſtakes and Prejudices ; if that Air of Im- 
partiality, which at firſt fight ſeems to ran through the re- 
lation, be undiſſembled, and uot only a more artificial way 
of conveying falſe Principles and Charatters into the minds 
of the Reader ; if, I ſay, in theſe, which are the moſt ef. 
ſential Vertues and ' Beauties iof | good Hiſtory, his Lord- 
ſhip's Labours will dear the Teſt; (which his Lordſhip's 
Friends do not mach. doubt ). -—». though it ſhould after 
this be granted; that Miftakes of a Leſſer ſize and impor- 
tance _ there without number, and particularly that 
the Digreſtwe part of: the Book bas little of- Exattneſs in 
it ; this would not however fink the Reputation of the 
Work. It is, what-confidering the haſt of ' the Compoſare, 
was not to be wondered at, and may eaſily be excuſed. A 
few Lines before, he diverts himſelf with pretending 
that I had excuſed my felf from the Neglect of tht 
Tranſcriber, upom whom-he' ſays, he finds I lay very 
great Blame ; which, by the by, is-not to be found 
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in the Letter he Cites, bur much to the contrary. To 
which he adds; And indeed if he ſtands anſwerable 
for all the _— that are or may be Charged, I think 
very deſervedly. And as if all this were not enough 
to blaſt that Work, he gives two daſhes, as intimatin 

thereby, that he had a great Z? c@trera in ſtore behind, 
The Artifice in putting the /fs to ſo ſevere a Charge, is 
too barefaced to think it can paſs on any man ; all muſt 
{ce what the Writer-intended in it'; that'they ſhouldun- 
derſtand the whole period'as Simple and Abſolute ; fo 
that this Charge againſt the whole in the-Main parts 
of it, as well as againſt the Miſtakes of a leſſer ſize, 
that abound-without Number, and againſt the Digref- 
ſive part of the Work, as having lirtle Exacneſs in it, 
is very viſibly meant not to be conditional, or as'a 
Suppoſition, but to be full and home : I have reaſon to 
take it ſo, becauſe I find every body elſe does it ; and 
if he did not mean it fo, .the contexture of the whole 
Period is Malicious and Diſhoneſt both ; and that Pa- 
rentheſis ( which his Lordſhip's Friends do not much 
doubt ) is ſo poor a Reſerve, or \rather ſo groſs an 
Abuſe, that I have not ſo.mean-an Opinion: of the An- 
thor's Sagacity, as:not toiconclude, - That: he hoped, 
as:well as that he intended, thar his Reader fhould un- 
derſtand him aright, and judge that he put in his fs as 
a way. of wounding with a little more'decency, and 


to be more ſecure himſclt -when called 'upon to juſti- 


ty. It., | | 
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\. Upon fo ſevere an Accuſation'it is fit that I ſay ſome- 
what in General Lelore I deſcend to Particulars. I 
confeſs if thoſe of the Church of Rome had dealt thus 
by that Work, or if any ſecret Favourers .of -Popery 
had given thgm ſuch help, 11kould not have wondered 
atit, I have no ſort of reaſon to ſuſpect any thing of 


that 


—  —— 


XUM 


* wy M& Fc Ww 


es. As. A A 2 4, 


FILM 


of an Engliſh Convocation. 


that kind to lie under the ſeveral' attempts that have 
been made on thatWork, but very much to the contrary, 
if common fame fixes it right. It any Perſon intends to 
Write a more Correct and a better Hiſtory of that time, 
it were very natural for/him to endeavour the diſpa- 
raging'the-. Credit! ob my Work, ' the better to prepare 
the World. for: his own. I ſhould not much wonder in 
that caſe to ſee ſuch a continued Vehemence againſt the 
Hittory of ' the Reformation: --But' the ſtudying:to dif. 
grace 'it, as this-Author and, others: have” endeavoured 
ro'do, 'feems to flow from no other Principle but meer 
Spleen and IlLnature. | 

.i I rook great pains in Writing my Firſt Volume, and 
much more in Writing the Seeohd, when the good Re 
ception that the Firſt had; gav& me reaſon td, hope, ſort 
a more univerſal Aſſiſtance'; T made the beſt ufe and 
the gratetullelt Acknowledgments of all the help 
that was given me, that I could.- I invited all People 
to it; almolt all'the*Eminent Clergy 'of that time pro- 
moted the deſign. "It it can be alledged that 1 cither 
neglected or ſtifled any Aſſiſtance rhat was offered me, 
I am then liable to juſt Cenfure; ſince the Work was 


fini/hed I have had {ome Materials ſent me-in order to a 
review-of thar: Worki; which-though they happened to; 


be matters of very little:-Confequence, yetlI have laid 
them all in order by me, that when it is ſeaſonable I 
may review the whole Work ; I have received every 
thing of this kind in fuch a manner, as migitt encou- 


rage others'to uſe 'me with the 'decencies "that be- : 


comes fſuch'- Attempts. But it any will Animad- 
vert. on me publickly without trying the kinder as 
well as the more Chriſtian way: of beginning 1n pri- 


not deſcribe'in its true Characters. | 
D 2 Some 


vate with my ſelf, they- diſcover /a temper that L will 
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Some years ago a rude Attack-was made upon me, 
under the diſguiſed name of A»thony Farmer. His true 
Name is well enough known, as alſo who was his Pa- 
tron ; who had ſet thoſe about him, during the late 
Reign, on the deſign, which one would think was an 
odd one, chiefly at that time. - But I anſwered that 
Specimen with the firmneſs that became me,and I char- 
ged the Writer home to publiſh all the reſt of his Refle. 
ions : He had intimated that he gave them but the 
Sample, and that he had:great ſtore; yet in reſerve. I 
told him upon that, I would expe&@ to fee him 
make that good, and bring out all that he had to ſay, 
otherwiſe that muſt paſs for Slander and Detraction. 
He did not think fit to write ary more on -that Sub« 
je, tho' he was as much ſollicited to it by ſome, as he 
was provoked to it by my elf. 

He is now at his Reſt, and therefore I will-fay no 
more on the Subject.. Only I will add one fingular 
thing, to teach thoſe who ſurvive and think they are 
beating out untrodden Paths, to write with Modeſty as 
well as exatneſs, I have a whole Treatiſe in my 
hands,that contains in it only the faults of ten Leaves 
of one of his Volumes ; they are indeed fo many and ſo 

roſs, that often the faults:are as-many as the Lines, 

ometimes they are two for one. There is not only 
ſuch a groſs miſtaking. of Abbreviatures, -but even 
where the Manuſcript that he Copied has the words 
at large, that no ſort of account can be given how - 
theſe Miſtakes were made ; for ſome of them-are con-- 
trary to many of his moſt beloved Maxims.l have made 
no uſe of this,but have it ſtill in my hands to ſhew it to 
ſuch asare curious. [have indeed defired the Ingenious 
perſon that ſent it me,to try his exaRtneſs upon my ſelf; 
and to ſee what defets, errors, or other faults my Hi- 
ſtory can be juſtly charged with. From 
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From this it may appear, that thoſe who take great 
hberties with others, and who perhaps think they 
themſelves are fate, becauſe as they have not named 
themſelves, ſo they have not told where their Vouch. 
ers are, and how they may be come at, and may hope 
rhat few will be at the pains to trace them ; yet they 
may be very juſtly cenſured for Errors of another na- 
ture than thoſe are with whieh they charge others ; of 
which I ſhall have occaſion to give ſome very eminent 
Inſtances in this Author, but without thoſe unkind and 
uncharitable Comments, in which' he allows himſelf 
{uch Indecent liberties. 

It is three and twenty years paſt ſince I ſer firſt a- 
bout my Hiſtory ; I was for three years together at no 
ſmall pains and charge in fearching for Materials; I 
had no ſort of practice in our Records before that 
time. But I was conducted by men who were very 
knowing in thoſe matters ; theſe were Biſhop Sti//ing- 
fleet, Sir Fohn Marſham the Younger, and Mr. Peryr. 
I went to every place as they directed me, I conſulted 
them in all difficulties, and was concluded by them : 
chiefly by the firſt of them, whoſe Reputation was 
then very high, and was very deſervedly fo with rela- 
tion to thoſe matters. 

I was indeed put under one great diſadvantage : 
Some Men of this Author's temper poſkeſſed that 
Learned and Noble Gentleman Sir Joh» Cotton, with 
ſuch ill impreſſions of my deſign in writing the Hiſto- 

, that -no endeavours whatſoever could conquer 
x 6a He ſtood upon this, That if I could procure a 
Letter either from a Secretary of State, or from the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ' deſiring I might be admit- 
ted into his Library, it ſhould be open to me, but not 
otherwiſe. Thoſe who had begot the Jealoufe —_— 

ew 


25 


26 


Concerning the Rights, Powers, Et. 


knew thas tii's was not to be obtained ; ſo when the 
preſkn: Bithop:of Worceſter had tried all his Endet- 
yours, but without ſucceſs to clear rhis, I offered to 
deliver up all! my Colletions to any.-who would under- 


take the Work, But that was-not accented of, No carc: 
was taken to find one who ſhould write it, but a great: 


deal was uſed to hinder me from doing it. Sir John 
Marſham had free admittance into the Library ; ſo once 
when the Noble Owner was out of Tcwn, he carried 
me thither, and I with my Amanuenſes were tor fore 
days hard at work ; but that laſted not long. Another 
worthy Gentleman, Mr. Cary.had the credit to borrow 
out ſome Books, and | had r je uſe of theſe. Thus I 
was barred the free uſe of tnart Unvaluable Library, 
whilft I writ the firſt Volume, 1 

Indeed as ſoon as that apr-4v-4, the Honourable 
Owner of it faid, heſaw hy. 555d a7 vie I had 
made of that ſhort ſlay I was ſir. r-+ make there 
{ſo he gave me ever: alter that, irc accels ro it, But 
ſince the firſt Volume was ſo well received, I made 
no more ule of it with relation to the matters be- 
longing to that time, unleſs when I was ſeeking Mate- 
rials for the ſecond Volume, I tound them in my way. 


Thus I was obſtructed in my ſearch by fom2 Men: 


of the ſame temper, I had almoſt faid- of the fame 
Houſe with thoſe who have ſince that time reproached 
me for that which was not my fault, but theirs. For 
they who had ſhut the Library againſt me,: concluded 
that I muſt have laid.aſide all thoughts:of thar Work; 
ſince without help from thence it was-not poſlible to be 
well furniſhed; and indeed I had not the fourth part'of 
the time that was neceſſary,to examin&)every thing in 
it that. related to my ſubject. It cannot be imagined 
that twenty. years being now palt fince-1 Gniſhed that 
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Hiſtory, I can carry in my mind all the Grounds 1 
went on; nor can ti1e Station and Serv.ce I am now 
in, leave it potiible tor me to go and follow this Writer 
1in every thing that he is pleaſed to quarrel with me for. 
When he has poured our all he has laid together, I 
will then be better able to judge, whether it. will de- 
ſerve that I ſhould be at any pains my ſelf, or imploy 
any other to ſearch after him : for he has given: me 
great cauſe to conclude,that his exaQneſs is no way to 


be depended upon. 


I will ſingle out only one particular, becauſe as it 
is of the greateſt Moment, fo I ſeem in my late Book 
on the Thirty nine Articles to retract what I had ad- 
mitted in the ſecond Volume of my Hiſtory, That in 
Edward the Sixth's time the Articles of Religion were 
paſt in Convocation ; but own now, that they: were 
Publiſhed by the Regal Authority without mentioning 
a Synodal conſent : Upon this he gives a long Extract 
of a Journal of that Convocation that mentions a Re- 
gular Progreſs of the Convocation, with Relation to 
the Catechiſm and Articles, both which he acknow- 
ledges here and elſewhere, that they went together. 
He likewiſe urges the Martyr Phi{por's authority, who 
when D. Weſton urged in the Convocation 1 Marte, 
that a Catechiſm was put.. forth without their conſent, 
anſwered, That the Houſe had granted. an Authority. to 
make Ecclefraſtical Laws to certain perſons, tobe appointed 
by the King's Majeſty, and that what was- ſet forth:by 
them might well be ſaid to be done in the Synod of Lon- 
don : altho the Houſe had no; notite thereof- before. the 
: -Promulgation. Upon this the Writer ſays, that we have 
loſt the Time and Circumſtances of appointing this Com- 


mittee, Howlocver he thinks the whole thing is plain, 
and 
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and ſo leaves it with one of his uſual ſtrains of Derra- 
ion. Yet he did well to ſet this and the Journal at a 
conſiderable diſtance from one another ; for it there is 
any credit due to that Journal, as indeed there is none, 
for it is a plain Forgery, this diſcourſe of Philpot's was 
idle and needleſs. Here I will give a taſt of this Wri- 
ter's way of delivering matters, without adding any- 
ſharp or aggravating words to it, but from thence his 
Readers will ſee what Judgment 1s to Le made of his 
Collefions. In Fox, from whom he vouches this at the 
beginning of Philpot's Speech, he leaves onr thoſe 
words, 7hat the Catechiſm beareth the Title of the laſt 
Synod of London before this, alths' many of. them which 
then were preſent, were never made Privy thereof in ſet. | 
ing it _ This Confeſſion of his ought not to have 
4s + Vo, Deen ſhppreſfied. This matter was handled more par- 
P. >. ticularly when Cranmer was before the Convocatidn at 
Oxford, where Weſton objefted to him in theſe words, 
Alſo you have ſet forth a Catechiſm in the name of the Sys 
nod of London, and yet there be fifty which witneſſing that 
they were of the Number of the Convocation, wever heart! 
one word of this Catechiſm. To which Cranmer an{wer- 
ed, I was ignorant of the ſetting to of that Title : and as 
ſoon as I had knowledg thereof, I did not like it. Therefore 
when I complained thereof to the Council, it was anſwer» 
ed me by them, That the Book was ſo intitled, becauſg it was 
ſet forth -in the time of the Convocation, And-inthe Inter- 
rogatoties that were exhibited to him in order to his s 
final cenſure;the Seventh ends, That he did Compile, and 
cauſed to be ſet abroad divers Books.The laſt part of his an- 
fer {et down to this, is thus, As for the Catechiſm, the 
Book of Articles with the other Book againſt Wincheſter, be 
grants the ſame to be his doings. This I think decides 
the Point: ſothat it will admit of no more _—_— T = 
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Authr does not know when the Commiſſion was to the 
32 granted. If he had looked into King Edward's Four- 
nal, he would have ſeen it was on the 10th of Febraary, 
very near the end of the Year 1552. And if cither the 
Words of that Journal, or rather of the Statute, purſuant 
to Which that Commiſſion was iſſued our, are conſidered ; 
it will appear that their Power did not extend to Matters 
of Faith and Worſhip, but was refttained to'the Courts, 
4hd to Proceedings in them, So that it4s plain that Phit- 
pot alledged this, being preſſed with an ObjeAivn, to 
which he had no other Anſwer ready: He ktiew there 
was ſuch a Commilſſton, and fo he fancied that they hag 
prepared theſe Books, Cranmer's Sinterity appears in thi 
as well as in all the other parts of his Life; and indee 
the Title with which the Articles were printed, had a Vi- 
ſible ambiguity in ir. [n Latin it is Articali de quibus th 
Synodo Londinenſi- Anno Dom. 15 52. Ad toflendamt Opinio- 
num difſenfrionem & conſenſum vere Religtonis firmanidhum 
inter Epiſcopos & alias Eruditos wires convenerat.” Ih 
Engliſh : Artitles agreed upon by the Biſhops and other 
Godly and Learned Men, in the laſt Convocation at Lon» 
don, in the Tear of our Lord 1552. To root out the 
Diſcord of Opinion, and. eſtabliſh the Agreement of true. Rev 
ligion. Different from this is the Title given ro what 
did*indeed paſs in Convocation Ten yetrs after :Avt/eles 
anreed upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of Both Provin- 
c#s, and the whole Clergy, in the Convocation ho!dtn at Lott- 
don in the Tear of our Lord 1562. It is trifling atid un- 
becoming this Author, . who writes more t6, purpoſe, 
whert his Cauſe will bear it, to prove rhat becaufe Di- 
vines in a Convocation are in RefpeR called Learned 
Men ; that therefore a Title importing ah Agreement be- 
tween the Biſhops and other Learned Men, can be un- 
derſtood as the Title of an At paſs'd in Convocation, 
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The Popiſh Biſhops, with.the reſt of that Party-of the * 


laferior Clergy, continued all that Reign oppoling .eve- 
ry thing as long as they might ſafely do it, but com- 
plying, with every thing when it was once impoſed upon 
them : Which occaſioned ſuch ſtretches to be made, not 
only egainſt Boxxer and Gardiner, but Tonſtal, Heath, 
and .Day, . So there 1s no probability in imagining thar 
any thing of that kind could then have pafſed in Convo- 
cation. But-:ia Queen Elizabeth's time the Popiſh Clergy 


were all turned out; the Act of Uniformity was made, 


and a new Sett of Reformed Biſhops and Divines was 


brought ia ; and yet it was Five years after her Acceſſion» 


to the Crown, before that Convocation met. So this 
Author had not the Advantages with which. he thoughe 
he was furniſhed to divert his Reader, by cxpoſing me on 
this account. 

This was a matter of ſuch conſequence, that I thought 
it neceſſary to give a truer View of it than this Writer had 
done. [I hope 1n this enough is ſaid to oblige both him- 
{elf to be more cautious and modeſt for the ſuture, and 
his Readers not to receive all he ſays 'too Implicitly. [ 
have fqund him as much out in ſeveral other of his Alle- 
gations againſt me ; but if I ſhould m2ntion only a few 
of theſe, and not go through with them all, -it would 
look as if I had juſtified my ſelf as far as I. could, and 
had yielded.up all the reſt. Therefore ſince I cannot go 
through with all, I reſolve to let all alone, till I ſee the 
utmoſt that he can bring out againſt me : and then I will 
make theÞeſt uſe of it I can, either to Vindicate my ſelf, 
or.to confeſs Miſtakes as ſoon as lam convinced of them, 
how little-ſoever of Dzcency or of Chriſtianity there may 
be inthe manacr of offcring it to me. I wiſh this Author 
would refle& with ſome meaſure of Impartial ſerioulnels, 
as in the Preſence of that God by whom he muſt 'be 
judged for this as well as all the vicher parts of his Life, on 
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the Tetinhr Ne wis'in, oh the End he purſged; endoy' 


Spirig.char-efted: him, while -he writ; his, Boo | 
Emorions'ire eiprble'of Excuſey,- but-ſuch-2 continued 
courſe of. Spite and Malice ſeems fearce' capable of any. 
I. pray God give him a-juſt ſenſe of it. And fo I have done 
with his il natur'd Book, with as little fofs of time as was 
paſlible ; I could.not meddle with it before l'came' hither, 
where my Papers and References lie; andbhave been. but 
Foyt days at home when end this; ſo much haſte have 1 
made to get rid: of an unpleaſant Imployment;- but it 
feemed necefiary, and there: I leave it,' I pray Gog 
pour out another Spirit upoh' his Church, and'teadi ys 
all in this our day, to know the com, ehey belong t0 our peace : 
Fo? how ſecure foever” we may be-in our preſent Quiet, 
the Evil day is perhaps not ſo far from us'as ſome may 
imagine.” The moreweare divided among our ſelves, the 
leſs able will we bhe:tq bear what we muſt then look for. 
But without any other Enemy, zf we bite and devour one 
another, 'we ſl be' conſumed me-of angther.' The black 
View. thas we may juſtly have fromthe Impieties, and 
other: Abominations thar abound among us, ſeem to call 
upon us to put on other Tempers, and act by othigr Prin- 
ciples, and with another Spirit, and to ſeek for the things 
that make for peace;; and: things wherewitb- one *may edify 
11: hot 
'Salisbury, (the 25th * 
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